
CAPTAIN’S REPORT 2016 AGM 
 
This year has been a quite successful year for Murwillumbah Vets. We ar the third largest 
Veterans Club with 186 members, only behind Coolangatta (302) and Ballina (280). 
 
This year, up until 26 September, we have enjoyed Golf and camaraderie on 44 Mondays. 
We gave up the Course twice to the Ladies, on which day they hosted visiting Pennant 
Teams; we had one completely washed out day (6 June); one “rain affected” (20 June); our 
Vets gave way to Visiting Veterans  for our Week Of Golf (1 August)  - our Ladies gave up 
their two Golfing Days during our Week Of Golf – and we had our rescheduled Vets Open 
Day on 6 September (55 of our Vets did play this day) 
 
At the beginning of the year we began using both Tees from 6.45am to 8.00am. This has 
helped bring the field closer together and have more Veterans staying for Presentation. This 
promotes the camaraderie within the Club. There are still some gaps occurring on the Time 
Sheet, so please be mindful of this when booking and try to eliminate these “holes”. This 
will bring us all into the Clubhouse closer together, and allay the wait time because of 
vacant Time Slots. 
 
After initial “teething troubles” with the new scanner operation of inputting cards into the 
computer, our Vets are now more accurate in the marking of scorecards. It is important, 
though, to check the displayed score with your completed card before pressing the “save 
button”. It also assists us, if players total each “Nine” and add these together to display, on 
the card, a total score. This quickens the process when we check the “Winners” for correct 
returns before Presentation. 
 
At last year’s AGM, it was decided to distribute more Balls in the Rundown and give 4 x Balls 
for each Par 3. Another point raised at last year’s AGM was that of introducing a “C Grade” 
category into each week’s presentations. This has been done quite successfully. Both of 
these suggestions have worked well, meaning that more Vets share in the spoils of good 
golfing. 
 
Our trip to Tenterfield is an anticipated event in March. A big “Thank You” to Col Hulme for 
all the work he does in organising the logistics of the 3 days, including the accommodation. 
Our day trip to “The Glades” is occurring again this year on Thursday, 17 November. I have 
arranged an 8.00am (Qld Time) Shotgun Start this year. This way we will get all players back 
into the Lunch Room at the “same” time and allow for an earlier Presentation. 
 
I would like to commend to all Vets of our Club, the great days to be had at the 15 other 
Northern Rivers Clubs’ Vet Open Days. For $30.00 you receive Golf and Lunch and meet a lot 
of other Vets. Murwillumbah only has a few consistent attendees at these Days. Please 
consider playing in some of these days next year. You will not regret the good times to be 
had, and also the opportunity to play on other Golf Courses. We can always arrange shared 
travel on these days. 
 
Our Point Score and Eclectic finishes on 31 October this year. Winners, along with all our 
Championships, will be announced and presented at the Presentation Christmas Party to be 



held on Wednesday 7 December this year. A new award this year that your Committee is 
perpetuating is “Club-Person of the Year”. This follows on from the inaugural award last 
year to Col Hulme – a popular decision and worthy recipient. This will be outlined in more 
detail during the AGM General Business. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to give special thanks to Vice Captain Gary Fidler. He has done a 
marvellous job in assisting me in my role. Gary promotes the ideals of Veteran Golf at every 
opportunity by his actions and work that he does. I would also like to “Thank” Gary Hughes, 
Nancy Neinert, Ian Audsley, Rob Bradford, Giz Somerville and Gary Fidler again, for the 
assistance they provided in the smooth running of our Week Of Golf and Veterans’ Open 
Day. These days and Week Of Golf provides our Veteran’s Club with the bulk of our profits 
and allows us to provide funds and subsidies for the various events we have on our 
Calendar. Also a very big Thank You to Adam Causley in the Golf Shop, who is the person 
we, Vets, deal with each Monday morning. Thanks for your help. 
 
Last, but not least, I would like to thank Secretary Manager, Gary Thatcher and the Board 
for supporting our Vets and allowing us to manager our internal Club. By their support we 
are able to grow and prosper. We are definitely moving in the right direction. 
 
Ray Kent 
Captain, Murwillumbah Vets. 
September 2016 


